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-  PREFACE  - 


r 


The  Chairman  &  Members, 

Wells-next-the-Sea  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  present  to  you  this,  my  last  Annual 
Report  on  the  public  health  of  the  District  which  incorporates  that  of  the 
Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 

You  will  note  that  the  vital  statistics  reveal  that  the  state  of  the 
public  health  is  very  satisfactory  and  that  the  District  continues  to  maintain 
its  very  well  justified  reputation  of  salubrity  as  indicated  by  the  low  death 
rate,  the  low  incidence  of  communicable  disease  and  the  total  absence  of  infant 
deaths. 

■You  will  also  note  with  satisfaction,  the  good  response  to  the  immunisation 
programmes  and  the  growing  confidence  of  the  people  in  these  measures. 

I  wish  I  could  have  stayed  longer  with  you  to  assist  you  in  the  important 
developments  which  are  plannee^  or  in  progress,  in  the  field  of  slum  clearance  . 
and  in  that  of  general  environmental  hygiene. 

Meanwhile,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your 
invariable -support  and  encouragement  and  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Clerk 
and  the  Surveyor  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


W.H.  CRICHTON 

C.I.E.,  M.3.,  Ch.3. ,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  I 


-  General  - 

1.  Staff  -  After  33  years  service  with  the  Council  as  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Mr.  F.  Rodwell  retired  in  May  and  Hr.  A.E.  Rodgers  was 
appointed  in  the  vacancy. 

2.  Area  L  General  Circunstances  -- 

The  Urban  District  covers  2,670  acres.  La  character  it  is  a  host  picturesque 
seaside  town  with  beach  attractions  which  seen  to  get  progressively  more  popular 
and  a  pleasant  residential  environment  amply  supplied,  with  excellent  amenities 
which  make  it  increasingly  sought  after  by  many  who  work  in  the  surrounding  rural 
area  and  by  those  who  wish  to  retire  to  this  very  salubrious  area. 

3*  The  Population  -  'The  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  for  the  year  i960 
was  2.720  i.e*  ten  less  than  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  for  the  preceding 
year.  On  balance  between  the  number  of  deaths  registered  (37)  and  the  number  of 
births  which  occurred  in  the  District  (35)  there  should  be  a  deficit  of  2.  The 
resident  population  of  the  District  is  multiplied  many  tines  over  during  the 
holiday  months. 

4.  Rateable  Value  -  £23,777 

5.  The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  -  £93.  5.  7d. 

60  Meteorological  Conditions  -  The  dats,  acquired  bv  courtesy  of  the  R.A.F. 
from  West  Raynhan,  are  shown  in  Appendix  A  (p.  11  ).  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
rainfall  in  inches  compared  very  favourable  with  that  of  the  preceding  year  until 
the  end  of  July.  Then,  perversely,  when  thousands  of  people  set  out  on  their 
summer  holidays,  it  poured  during  August  &  September  and,  also  in  October  & 
November.  This  depressed  everybody  and  pleased  nobody,  not  even  the  farmers 
who  had  complained  so  bitterly  about  the  drought  in  1959*  The  inclement  weather 
and  general  depression  may  well  have  assisted  in  the  spread  and  persistence  of 
colds,  coughs  and  even  measles.  The  total  rainfall  in  i960  was  30.24  inches  as 
against  21.40  in  1959* 

~  Vital  Statistics  - 

1.  Births  - 


a)  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  35  compared  with 
33  in  1959  and  47  in  1958.  The  details  are  shown  as  follows 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male  s 

20  (19) 

1  (  2) 

Females 

14  (11) 

-  (-) 

1 

Totals 

34  (30) 

1  ( 2) 

« - 

21  (21) 

14  (11) 

35  (32) 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

1  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

1  (  -) 

Illegitimate 

-  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

1  (1) 

-  (-  ) 

1  (  -) 

Total  Births 

Live  &  Still 

22  (11) 

.  liillL 

-ri 

36.(33) 

b)  The  Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  12.0  compared  with 
11.7  in  the  preceding  year.  The  live  birth  rates  during  the  last  five  years 
were  as  follows 


i960  1959  235 8  1952  235 6 
12. G  11.7  17.7  11.9  19.30 

With  the  small  numbers  of  births  involved  these  rates  per  1,000  population 
inevitably  reflect  wide  fluctuations. 
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c)  The  Corrected  Live  Birth  Rato  after  application  of  the  comparability 
factor  is  14*0  per  1,000  which  is  appreciably  lower  than  the  figure  for 
England  &  Hales  which  is  17.1  per  1,000. 

d)  Illegitimate  Live  Births  -  There  was  only  one  which  represents 
2.8%  of  the  live  births  which  compares  with  6.2%  in  the  preceding  year. 

e)  Still  Births  -  There  was  only  one,  a  legitimate  birth  which 
represents  a  still  birth  rate  of  27.7  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births. 
This  figure  compares  with  30.3  in  the  preceding  year  and  with  19. 7  for 
England  &  Wales  during  the  year  under  review* 

2,  Infant  deaths  -  As  in  the  preceding  year,  there  were  none. 

3.  Deaths  from  all  Causes 


Tiie  total  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  the  District  during  i960  was  37. 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


(— - - - —  v- - —  — ■ — - - ' 

Causes  of  Death 

j 

Males  | 

Females 

• 

Totals 

Cancer,  Stofeiach 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

n  bronchus 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

"  breast 

-  (-) 

2  (1) 

2  (1) 

"  uterus 

-  (_) 

1  (-) 

1  (-)  . 

.  "  other  forms 

4  (l) 

4  (4) 

3  (5) 

Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system 

-  (1) 

3  (3) 

3  (4) 

Coronary  disease 

3  (6) 

-  (3) 

3  (4) 

Hypertension 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

Other  diseases  of  the  heart 

1  (4) 

6  (2) 

7  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulation 

1  (1) 

-  (-) 

'  1  (l) 

Influenza 

-  (-) 

-  (2) 

-  (2) 

Pneumonia 

3  a) 

-  (-) 

3  (1) 

Bronchitis 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

Diabetes 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

Duodenal  ulcer 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  .(1)  '  * 

Nephritis 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

Other  diseases 

4  (-) 

2  (1) 

6  (1) 

Road  accidents 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

All  other  accidents 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

Suicide 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

“  (1) 

Totals 

13  (15) 

19  (20) 

i 

37  (35) 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year* 
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It  will  bo  noted  that  mortality  from  Cancer  has  risen  appreciably 
compared  with  tho  preceding  year  -  a  total  o.f. -.12.  deaths  as  against  6 ;■  and 
relatively  in  proportion  to  tho  total  number  of  deaths  32.47°  as  compared 
with  17.1%. 

On  the  othor  hand  the  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  disease  of  the 
heart  is  only  a  third  of  the  number  recorded  in  the  preceding  year. 

Only  14  of  the  deaths  recorded  were  below  the  age  of  70  and  cancer  was 
the  cause  of  death  in  7  of  these  cases.  There  was  one  death  of  a  woman  aged 
30  from  ventricular  fibrillation  of  the  heart,  and  of  another  woman  of  47 
from  cancer.  At  the  end  of  the  scale  there  were  three  deaths  among  nonagerians 
(90,  93  and  96). 

The  six  deaths  from  "other  diseases"  were  duo  to  meningitis  of  unknown 
origin  in  a  male  of  79;  Cerebral  tumour  in  a  male  of  69;  Intestinal 
obstruction  in  a  male  of  77;  Senility  in  a  female  of  96;  and  Uraemia  in  a 
male  of  37. 


The  Crude  heath  Rato  was  13.6  per  1,000  population  compared  with  a  rate 
of  12.3  in  1959  and  11. 4  "in  1953. 

The  Corrected  Death  Rate?  after  application  of  the  comparability  factor, 
was  11.4  per  1,000  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England 
&  hales  for  tho  same  period  which  11.5  per  1,000  population. 


-  Communicable  Diseases  - 

1.  Tho  very  brief  list  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  in  tho  District 
provides  further  evidence  of  its  salubrity.  This  is  all  the  more  remarkable 
as  tho  Wells  Urban  District,  with  its  railway  station,  shopping  facilities, 
beach  and  holiday  attractions  and  the  largo  Secondary  Modern  School  which  draws 
pupils  from  many  Parishes  in  the  neighbouring  Rural  Districts  of  Walsinghan 
and  Docking,  is  the  local  Centre  for  many  activities.  It  would  be  reasonable 
to  assume  therefore  that  ample  opportunities  exist  for  the  spread  of  infections 
or  communicable  diseases.  let  the  list  is  as  follows:- 


Measlos 

Hepatitis 

T.B.  Meningitis 


3  cases  (all  young  children) 
1  case  (boy  of  14  years) 

1  case 


Total 


5  cases 


A  few  cases  of  German  Measles,  Chickenpox  l  Mumps  were  reported  by  School 
authorities  in  tho  early  peart  of  tho  year  and  coughs  and  colds,  some  of  which 
may  have  bean  influenzal,  accounted  for  a  257°  absence  of  school  children  from 
the  Primary  School  during  March. 

2.  Poliomyelitis  -  The  Area  was  completely  free  of  poliomyelitis  throughout 
the  year. 

Tho  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  has  been  continued  steadily  by  the 
County  Health  Services,  General  Medical  Practitioners  and  R.A.F.  Medical  Services 
and,  with  ample  availability  of  tho  vaccine,  protection  has  become  a  routine 
matter  in  the  County  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  (6th,  7th  &  14th  months),  in  Schools 
and  elsewhere. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  (Fob)  the  Ministry  of  Health  extended  polio* 
vaccination  to  all  persons  up  to  40  years  of  age  and  also  to  certain  specified 
categories  namely: - 

(i)  Persons  visiting  or  going  to  reside  in  any  country  outside 
Europe  other  than  Canada  and  the  U.S.A; 

(ii)  Practising  Dental  Surgeons; 

(iii)  Practising  Nurses  and  their  families; 

(iv)  Public  Health  Staff  and  their  families • 


7 


By  the  end  of  the  year  3108  more  persons  had  been  fully  protected  with  three 
doses,  bringing  the  total  in  the  Area  to  10,929  persons  of  all  categories.  The 
main  increase  was  among  children  of  school  age  whose  parents  had  hesitated  to 
consent  to  their  protection  but  who  had  become  reassured  as  to  the  value  and 
safety  of  the  measure.  This  initial  reluctance  necessitated  a  further  approach 
to  parents  and  a  very  groat  deal  of  work  and  travel  in  this  scattered  rural  Area. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  category  of  all  those  immunised  in  the 
Area  by  the  end  of  the  ye'ar:- 


Immunised  with 

3  doses. 

Immunised  with 

2  doses. 

G.P.s  and  families 

8  (8) 

10 

(10) 

Hospital  Staff 

-  (3) 

4 

( 1) 

Ambulance  Staff 

10  (10) 

— 

.(.  -) 

Expectant  Mothers 

559  (310) 

93 

(216) 

Adolescents  (l6  -  25) 

1658  (1224) 

161 

(940) 

Schoolchildren 

6901  (4845) 

407 

(1435) 

Pre-school’  children 

1604  (1423) 

385 

(554) 

Adults  (26-  40) 

167  (-) 

309 

(  -) 

Adults  (40  +  ) 

19  ■■■(-) 

13 

(  -) 

.  Totals 

10929  (7821) 

1379 

(3159) 

_ 

Firemen  and  Public  Health  Staff  were  included  among  the  adults. 


3.  Tuberculosis  -  (a)  As  shown  above  one  case  of  tuberculous  meningitis  was 
notified  by  the  best  Norwich  Hospital  in  January.  All  contacts  wore  reported 
clear  and,  as  far  as  is  known,  the  source  of  infection  was  not  discovered. 

No  other  cases  wore  notified  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  .of  the.  District  was  as  follows:-  .  . . 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male  s 

Females 

Males 

F  emales 

7  (8) 

2  (2) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

3  (10) 

1  (.-) 

Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year. 


(b)  B.G.G,  Vaccination  -  The  response  to  the  offer  of  B.C.G.  vaccination 

to  school  children  in  their  14th  year  was  78%  in  the  District  which  may  be 
considered  as  good  and  certainly  an  improvement  on  that  of  the  preceding  year* 

It  shows  that  there  is  increasing  confidence  in  this  important  measure*  The 
figures  for  Wells  were  as  follows :- 


No  duo 

Accepted 

Tested 

Read 

Pos* 

Nog. 

-—■■■■■  1  -■  -  1  *  ■  1  • 

Tuberculin 
Index  % 

116 

91 

78 

77 

12 

66 

_ 

15.5 

The  66  negative  reactors  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

According  to  the  latest  reports  on  the  Medical  Research  Council  trial, 
B.C.G.  gives  an  83%  protection  against  tuberculosis  which  was  still  effective 
after  five  years. 


3. 


3*  Diphtheria  -  The  fact  that  several  cases,  some  fatal,  of  this  disease 
occurred  in  other  parts  of  the  Country  (notably  London  &  Derby)  during  the 
year  points  to  the  essential  need  of  vigilance  in  the  protection  afforded 
by  diphtheria  innunisation  in  infancy  and  to  the  equally  important  need  of 
’’booster11  doses  at  the  appropriate  time  to-  keep  up  the  level  of  immunity. 

The  County  Health  Services  provide, these  measures  of  protection  both 
at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  at  Schools,  and  facilities  are  also  provided 
for  General  Medical  Practitioners  to  carry  out  these  innun i sat ions.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  tabulated  statements  below  that  throughout  the  Area  there 
has  been  a  welcome  and  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  immunised  and 
particularly  in  the  number  of  "booster"  doses:- 


Antigens  used 

Under  1 

1-4 

5  -  14 

+ 

WN 

H  I 

Totals 

"Triple" 

395 

233 

55 

633 

Dip/  Pert/  Tot. 

(110) 

(372) 

(11) 

(-) 

U93) 

"Combined" 

1 

1 

Dip/Pertussis 

(-) 

(9) 

.  (-) 

(-) 

C2l 

Dip/Totanus 

2 

6 

29 

37 

(-) 

(5) 

(-) 

(-)  _ 

(5) 

Dip  -  Primary 

44 

44 

(-) 

(1)  . 

„  (2) 

(-) 

(3) ' 

Dip  -  Booster 

13 

1315 

— 

1328 

,  .  li) . __ 

...  (-). 

(305).. 

(-) 

(305) 

Tot.als 

393 

252 

1943 

2593 

i _ 

(387) 

(318)  .... 

j2i  ... 

cairn 

(figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year) 


The  figures  for  the  District  were  as  follows 


Antigen 

Under  1 

1-4 

•  •• 

5  -  14 

15  + 

Totals 

"Triple" 

Dip/Pert/  Tot. 

23  (6) 

24  (5) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

52  (35)  ‘ 

Dip/Totanus 

- 

1 

1 

— 

.  2 

Diphtheria 

Initial 

— 

• 

— 

12  (60) 

— 

12  (60) 

Boosters  •  • 

— 

237 

— 

237 

'Totals. 

23  (6) 

25  (5) 

i 

250  (60) 

-  (-) 

303  (  95) 

4.  Tetanus  -  There  'has  been  an  increasing  demand,  for  tetanus  innunisation 
for  these  children  who  did  not  have  the  advantage  of  having  the  "Triple" 
vaccine  in  their  early  infancy.  Now  that  immunisation  with  "Triple"  vaccine 
has  become  a  routine  measure  in  the  3rd,  4'^h  and  5  th  months,  boosted  later 
at  appropriate  intervals,  it  is  hoped  to  build  up  a  community  which  is  fully 
protected  against  tetanus  and  which  could  thus  avoid,  the  necessity  of 
injection  with  Anti  Tetanic  Serum  in  the  event  of  an  accident.  The  figures 
for  the  District  were  as  follows:- 


Antigen 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-24 

15  + 

Totals 

Tetanus  Toxoid 

- 

10  (7) 

17  (5) 

37  (7) 

64  (19) 

1 

-9 


5.  Whooping  Cough  -  No  cases  wore  notified.  Immunisation  against  this 
disease  is  provided  in  combination  with  diphtheria  &  tetanus  as  a  routine 
measure  in  infancy.  The  figures  are  shown  in  the  ‘Tables  on  the  preceding 
page. 

6.  Smallpox  Vaccination  - 

This  is  still  the  most  difficult  protective  measure  to  persuade  parents 
to  accept  despite  the  most  painstaking  and  earnest  entreaties  by  all  concerned. 

It  is  repeatedly  pointed  out  thatj- 

(a)  there  is  a  greater  risk  today  of  smallpox  being  Imported  into 

,  this  country  from  abroad  because  of  fast  air  travel; 

(b)  there  is  far  loss  reaction  with  modem  methods  to  vaccination 
in  infancy  than  there  is  in  adult  or  adolescent  age; 

(c)  many  Countries  and  Services  demand  vaccination  on  recruitment 

and  it  is  much  less  troublesome  to  be  re-vaccinated  (if  necessary) 
than  to  be  vaccinated  initially  in  adolescent  or  adult  age; 

and  (d)  successful  vaccination  confers  a  high  degree  of  protection  for  five 

to  seven  years  and  can  be  "boosted51  with  little  trouble  by  re-vaccination 
if  circumstances  or  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  demand  it. 

Nevertheless  the  figures  for  smallpox  vadcination  carried  out  in  the  Area 
have  gone  down  and  particularly  those  for  the  District  (in  brackets)  as  shown 
in  the  following  Table:- 


Under  1. 

1. 

2-4. 

5-14 

.  15+ 

Totals 

Primary 

262  (8) 

32  (4) 

31  (3) 

32  (-) 

51  (3) 

408  (13) 

Re-vaccination 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

8  (-) 

10  (-) 

77  (3) 

95  (3) 

Totals 

262  (8) 

32  (4) 

39  (3) 

42  (-) 

128  (6) 

503  (21) 

Environmental  Hygiene. 

1.  Mr.  Rodger’s  first  report  as  Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the 
Council  is  Included  as  Part  II  of  this  Report. 

2.  Housing  - 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  -  It  is  unfortunate  that  progress  on  the  Freeman  Street 
Slum  Clearance  Area  has  been  slowed  down.  I  can  only  hope  that  the  next  phase 
of  this  Clearance  Area  and  of  others  which  are  contemplated  will  not  be  hampered 
in  the  same  way.  In  the  case  of  Wells  Urban  District  it  is  a  particularly  serious 
natter  owing  to  the  general  housing  shortage  and  to  the  scarcity  of  land  available 
for  building  purposes. 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  -  Mr.  RodgerS,  in  his  report  under  this  Section, 
has  detailed  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  brought  to  my  special  attention 
and  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Council.  These  are  only  a  few  of  many  houses 
in  the  District  which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

3.  Water  Supply  - 

The  water  supplied  to  the  District  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  but 
not  in  quantity  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  District.  The  junction 
now  effected  with  the  Walsinghan  B..D.C.  supply  will  ensure  an  adequate  supply 
whenever  this  is  required. 
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4*  Caravan  Sites  - 

Action  which  has  boon  taken  to  prepare  for  the  inplenentation  of  the  new 
Caravan  Sites  Act  has  entailed  a  very  considerable  burden  of  work  on  the 
Surveyor  and  indeed  all  concerned.  It  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  that-  the 
holiday  caravan  site  maintained  by  the  Council  conforms  with  all  the 
requirements  of  the  new  legislation  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  lessors  will 
make  it  possible  for  the  Council  to  achieve  this  object. 

5.  The  Slaughter  Houses  - 

The  new  provisions  in  the  Slaughter  House  Act  have  also  entailed  a  great 
deal  of  additional  work  which  I  feel  confident  will  result  in  a  very  groat 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  the  local  establishments  in  due  course. 


11. 


APPENDIX  A. 

-  CLIMATIC  DATA  - 


-  ■ 

Mean 

Daily 

Maximum 

Temp. 

Moan 

Daily 

Minimum 

Temp. 

Mean 

Daily 

Temp. 

Total 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

Mean 

Relative 

Humidity. 

January 

41.8  (38.0) 

34-6  (29.8) 

38.2  (33.9) 

3.93  (3.33) 

92.22  (91.25) 

February 

43.0  (43.9) 

34.0  (34.3) 

38.5  (39.1) 

1.60  (0.26) 

88. •  (89.5) 

March 

46.4  (50.6) 

37.6  (38.4) 

42.0  (44.5) 

1.01  (1.22) 

87.5  (85.75) 

April 

53.4  (55.7) 

41.2  (42.1) 

47.3  (48.9) 

0.88  (I.64) 

30.2  (78.5) 

May 

62.0  (59.8) 

46.3  (44.7) 

54.1  (52.3) 

0.53  (0.93) 

77.0  (77.0) 

June 

68.9  (68.2) 

50.2  (49.5) 

59.5  (53.9) 

1.00  (1.01) 

76.25  (70.75) 

July 

66.7  (72.6) 

51.6  (53.9) 

59.1  (63.3) 

2.82  (3.16) 

86.75  (74.75) 

1  August 

67.0  (71.5) 

50.9  (55.3) 

58.9  (  63.4). 

2.84  (1.39) 

80.5  (77.25) 

1 

!  September 

61.9  (68.2) 

49.5  (49.7) 

55.7  (58.9) 

3.45  (0.09) 

85.00  (76.75) 

October 

55.9  (63.1) 

45.5  (46.0) 

50.7  (54-5) 

4.09  (2.33) 

90.0  (83.5) 

November 

49.2  (48.5) 

40.4  (38.6) 

44.8  (43.5) 

3.83  (1.79) 

91.0  (90.5) 

De comber 

42.4  (45.4) 

35.6  (38.6) 

39.0  (42.0) 

4.26  (4.25) 

l..i  —  -  - . . . 

91.0  (92.5) 

- - - 4 

APPENDIX  B 


1 

Source  and 

Dato  of  Sample 

— — - - — — 

Well  at  Waterworks 

20. 

'  Appearance 

Clear 

- .  . 

Nature  of  Deposit 

i  _i 

Nil 

C  olour 

Nil 

Reaction ' 

Neutral 

Odour 

Nil 

|  Taste 

Satisfactory 

!  ; 

i  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

I 

‘  0.03 

j — 

j  Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.03 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

9 

i 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

• 

r 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

62 

Total  hardness 

235 

Tempo r ary  ha rdn  ess 

230 

Permanent  hardness 

55 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 

Number  of  colonies 
|  developing  per  ml 
|  in  AS  hrs  at  37C 

1 

;  Presumptive  colifom 
j  organisms  - 

Probable  No.  per  100  ml. 

Nil 

B.  Coli  Type  1  (faecal) 

Nil 

Opinion  -  n This  water  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  there  is  no  chemical 
evidence  of  pollution.  Its  bacteriological  condition  is  also  very  satisfactory 
The  analysis  as  a  whole  is  similar  to  that  obtained  on  previous  occasions  and 
calls  for  no  special  comment.  The  appearance,  odour  and  taste  of  the  water  arec 
all  very  satisfactory  and  in  our  opinion  it  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes  and  fo 
use  as  a  public  supply. 

(Sgd)  Eric  G.  Wood 

for  Lincolne  Sutton  &  Wood  Ltd., 
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Mr. 


-  - 

THE  REPORT  CF 

A.E.  RODGERS.  SENICR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

VJELLS-NEXT-'THE-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladios  &  Gentlemen, 

I  bog  to  subnit  for  your  consideration,,  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
report  for  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  i960.  This  excludes  the 
period  January  1st  to  1st  Kay  while  Mr.  Rodwcll  hold  office  until  his 
retirement  on  18th  May.  I  wish  to  -record  ny  thanks  for  appointing  ne  to 
this  office  and  for  your  generosity  in  extending  Mr.  Rodwell's  employment 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  assist  ne  in  ny  first  weeks  in  this  office,  and 
to  facilitate  the  change  over  of  responsibility.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Clerk  and  Staff  for 
their  generous  help  during  the  year. 

Inspections  - 

-  •  -  -  •  *  .  { 

The  following  inspections  were  carried  out:- 


Housing 

30 

Housing  repairs 

and  Byelaws 

147 

S  laugh  t  er  h  c  rases 

260 

Shops 

23 

Pests  Acts 

410 

Factories  and  Wc 

vrk  shops 

5 

Miscellaneous 

213 

Slum  Clearance  -- 

Little  apparent  change  occurred  in  the  Clearance  Area  but  the  administrative 
procedures  continued  for  the  purchase  of  various  properties.  This  procedure 
has  been  greatly  complicated  by  the  absence  of  accurate  deeds  and  failure  of  some 
owners  to  agree  on  the  exact  boundaries  within  their  respective  ownership. 

Contracts  have  been  placed  for  the  erection  of  20  bungalows  to  rehouse  families  from 
the  remainder  of  the  first  stage  of  the  Freeman  Street  Clearance  Area. 

In  order  to  expedite  clearance  and  redevelopment  of  the  area,  a  ]/ 500  aerial 
survey  plan  of  the  clearance  area  has  been  ordered  by  the  Council.  When  the 
road  plan  has  been  agreed  upon  and  the  aerial  survey  plans  are  completed, 
preparation  of  the  redevelopment  plan  can  proceed. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  -  During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
presented  Official  Representations  on  4  houses,  with  the  following  results 


Demolition  Order 

Closing  Orders  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders  1 
Undertakings  accepted  2 
Remaining  to  be  determined.  1 
Demolitions  executed  3 


As  always,  the  problem  of  rehousing  the  families  from  properties  to  be 
demolished  cannot  be  solved  immediately. 

Housing  and  Housing  Improvements  - 

15  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

2  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

Discretionary  Grants  for  Housing  Improvement  - 


Applications  received  7 

Applications  approved  6 

Value  of  grants  approved  £4,369 

Value  of  grants  paid  -  £322. 

Standard  Grants  for  Housing  Improvement  - 

Applications  received  5 

Applications  approved  5 

Value  of  grants  paid  £71 5* 


15. 


Improvements  and  Modernisation  cif  Council  Houses  -  — 

The  Council  has  under  preparation,  schenes  for  the  provision  of  modern 
facilities  in  all  pre-war  Council  houses.  This  involved  sone  162  houses 
and  will  be  carried  out  in  throe  stages. 

Private  Enterprise  Building  - 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  the  post-war  period,  only  30  dwellings  have 
been  built  by  private  enterprise,  while  139  dwellings  have  been  erected  by 
the  Council.  Private  enterprise  building  is  hindered  by  the  acute  shortage 
of  building  land  on  which  private  estate  development  could  proceed  at 
reasonable  cost. 

Even  land  owned  by  the  Council  which  is  now  ’ripe  for  development’, 
cannot  be  used  for  building  of  much  needed  dwellings  to  rehouse  families 
from  the  clearance  area  because  it  is  restricted  by  covenant  to  its  existing 
use  as  allotments. 

Water  Supply  -  Mains  have  been  laid  to  enable  supplementary  supply  to  be 
taken  from  Tralsinghan  R.D.C.  but  the  scheme  is  not  yet  completed  and  the  supply 
cannot  yet  be  taken  automatically.  Shortages  of  supply  occurred  during  the 
summer  season  and  it  was  necessary  to  restrict  the  use  of  water  hosepipes  - 
from  10th  June  to  9th  November.  In  spito  of  this  restriction,  the  higher 
part  of  the  town  was,  on  occasions,  without  water  for  some  hours  during  peak 
demand  periods.  This  was  due,  not  only  to  insufficient  storage  capacity, 
but  to  the  inadequate  size  of  the  principal  distribution  mains. 

390yards  of  3"  main  were  laid  to  supply  new  housing  at  Church  Marsh 
16  new  services  were  laid  , , 

3  now  •  wellings  wc-re  connected 

966  domestic  properties  draw  water  from  the  mains. 

Sewerage  end  Scwa.ee  Disposal  •- 

Durihg  the  year  the  sewage  disposal  works  functioned  satisfactorily  except 
when,  due  to  wet  weather,  it  was  impossible  to  clear  the  sludge  drying  bed, 
and  wet  sludge  had  to  be  removed  by  tanker.  It  is  desirable  that  some 
alternative  system  of  sludge  drying  should  be  installed. 

No  additional  sowers  were  laid  during  the  year  but  2  properties  were 
connected  to  the  sewer. 

Some  6  water  closets  were  provided  to  replace  existing  pail  closets 
and  grants  under  Sec.  47  P.K.  Act  1936  were  paid  in  respect  of  five 
conversions.  The  Council  is  prepared  to  make  grants  under  Sec.  47  P.H.  Act 
toward  the  cost  of  converting  pail  closets  to  water  closets  and  will  give 
owners  every  assistance  in  this  matter.  There  is  a  regular  twice  weekly 
collection  of  nightsoil  from  pail  closets  at  60  premises  which  are  still 
served  by  pail  closets.  There  are  15  pail  closets  in  the  clearance  Area  • 

Milk  Supply  --  y 

Milk,  all  of  which  is  pasteurised  outside  the  District, "is  distributed  * 
by  three  dairymen  and  retailed  from  two  shops  and  a  temporary  building  on  the 
camping  site. 

Food  Preparation  Premises  - 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food.  &  Drugs  Acts:- 


Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream 
Fish  &  Chip  Shops 
Sausages  and  Potted  Meats 
Boiling  of  Shellfish 


15 

3 
5 

4 
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Slaughterhouses  - 


16. 


Of  the  two  existing  licensed  slaughterhouses  one  is  to  be  altered, 
extended,  repaired  and  provided  with  necessary  equipnent  to  comply  with 
the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1959,  by  31st  December  1961  and  the  other  is  to 
be  closed  on  that  date. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  - 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  aninals  slaughtered  at  these 
slaughterhouses  - 


i 

1 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Venison 

Total 

Slaughterhouse  No.  1 

141 

321 

293 

wm. 

755 

|  Slaughterhouse  No.  2 

144 

12 

484 

339 

327 

1306 

Total  Number  Killed 

285 

12 

805 

632 

327 

2061 

Total  Number  Inspected 

271 

10 

757 

606 

272 

1916 

!  All  diseases  exceot 

1 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  Number 

21 

Nil 

1 

15 

7 

inspected  affected  with 
Disease  other  than 

7.7 

Nil 

Nil 

2.5 

2.5 

Tuberculosis. 

•Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

,  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  Number 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

i 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  Aninals 

~i 

1 

i  Killed  which  were 

inspected 

95. 

83. 

94- 

95. 

l — 1 

• 

c^\ 

to 

i 

Butchers1  Shoos  - 


Of  four  butchers’  shops,  two  are  provided  with  neat  fron  slaughterhouses 
in  the  District  which  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  shop-owners,  and  two 
shops  are  provided  with  neat  slaughtered  outside  the  District. 


Unsound  Food  -  The  following  foods  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  hunan 
consumption: - 

Weight  in  lbs.  Food  Cause  of  Unfitness 


6 

6 

30 

62 

2 

20 

74 

6 

60 

10 

_ 8 

284  lbs. 


Corned  Beef 
Pigs  Hocks 
Beasts  Livers 
Carcase  Venison 
Bovine  Heart 
Parts  Beasts  Livers 
Carcase  Venison 
Ox  Liver 

Organs  of  bullock 
Leg  of  Mutton 
Pigs  Livers 


Putrefaction 

Arthritis 

Abscesses 

Faecal  contamination 
Caseated  C.  Cysts 
Distonatosis 
Septicaemia  fron  wounds 
Cirrhosis 

Caseated  abscesses 

Bruising 

Necrosis 
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Rodent  Control 


The  following  is.  a 
the  Council's  Staff.!- 


summary  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  by 


Premises  treated 
Visits  made 
Block  treatments 


50 

410 

16 


The  Council's  refuse  tin  is  particularly  difficult  to  keep  free  of  rats 
because  of  the  large  amount  of  food  wastes  which  are  collected  with  the  refuse! 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  coypu  which  weighed  04-lbs  was  killed  on 
Burnt  Street, 


) 


Refuse  Collection  -  . 

Refuse  is  collected  in  a  7  c.  yd#  shuttered,  body  refuse  collecting 
vehicle,  by  a  team  of  three  operators  who  also  collect  nightsoil  in  a 
dismantled  container  which  can' be  fitted  to  the  vehicle#  Refuse  is. 
collected  at  re.ar  of  premise's  in  skips  and  subsequently  discharged  into 
"the 'vehicle#  This  does  not  provide  dust  free  collection  but  "while 
nightsoil  collection  is  necessary,  this  system  of  collection  is  the  most 
economical,  .1’  not  tne  best* 


Refuse  vac 


from  sues. 


sites 


'■-1  Rooted  from  the  beach  caravan  park  by  this  team.  Refuse 
.insists  mainly,  of  food  wastes  and  packaging  materials  which, 


ilthougl  light  in  weigit, 
Sarayph  ^Sitejs  -  •- 


a] 


extremely  bulky 


There 


re  two  sites  in  the  towny  one  residential  'and  one  holiday.  The  ) 
residential  siU  is  privately  owned  and  is  subject' td  " review  in  the  light  oi 
new  legislation o  !  , 

The  holiday  site  is  leased  by  the  Council.  At. present,  various  clauses 
of  the  lease  ore elude  the  erection  of  necessary  buildings,  except  those ^ 
ano roved  by' the  lessor.  In  order  to  provide  a  model  camping  site  with  iuii 
amenities  ”  it  is  essential  that  extensive  capital  works,  including  the  . 
provision'  of  new  buildings  for  sanitary  and  laundering  purpo.seS  De  carrie  . 
out ,  At  the  end -of  the  year 'under  review,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Council  and  the  C.bunty  Planning  Department,  it  was  not  possible  to  r.ac 
agreement  on  the  'layout  or  development  of  the  site  or  the  erection  0 
buildings  to  provide  the  facilities  required  by  the  model  code  for  holiday 

caravan  sites. 

Port  Health  Ai lthor Itv  - ■ 

During  the  year,  sixteen  ships  entered  the  port,  five  arriving  from 
Brener, ,  onefron^anh^  ,and  ten  fron  feitiShfBorts  «£  ™th  a  ^ 

SevenVSis  Lft  foi  foreigl  porta  and  the  renainder  for  British^ 

portso  1 


The  sixteen  ships  had  a  nett  register  of  2691  tens. 


A.E.  RODGERS, 


Surveyor  c* 


Public  Health  Inspector, 


